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SRR SPACLES

/WALL SMART Building a walnut divider
in an open studio created a dining room
and a bedroom. The new wall, which

des a banquette alongside the
dining table and a floor-level bookshelf
s in the bedroom, saves space.

THE GREAT DIVIDE

Margaret and James Vira carved
an entire home out of a tiny
studio apartment. Rumaan
Alam admires the ideas behind
the big transformation.

Y FOR PRICE INC.

As architects, first-time home buyers Margaret and James
ira were drawn to an apartment tower designed in 1961 by
J A—— - renowned modernist .M. Pei. Initially, the soon-to-be parents
y _wered'iuntcd by the prospect of life in a studio of a mere 565
juare fect. Bur the opportunity to live in the New York City
ark was too much to resist, and the couple set about re-
s 1ma$nmg,, the open studio as a showcase for their contempo-
! hetic—and as a home with distinctive living, dining,
g areas. “No matter how well you ger along, it’s

bﬁﬂvfﬁ“ﬂe‘sepamu private zones,” James says. 2 Margaretaﬂd James Vird in ther d"’% puen

two weeks béfore ponﬁﬂ'ntmgo was Bbrn.
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